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What is the State Seal of Biliteracy?

High School Recognition - transcripts/diploma/ceremonies

College entrance requirements - especially for ELLs

Advanced Placement credit - by legislative action state university 

coursework is aligned to proficiency levels

Student scholarship and internship opportunities

Increased community awareness of benefits to language

2015         18 districts / 494 Seals

2016         59 districts / 2630 Seals
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What States have a State Seal of Biliteracy?
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State Seal of Biliteracy:  We have it, now What?

ǒ Evaluate current proficiency outcomes

ǒ Evaluate curriculum:  proficiencies and deficiencies

ǒ Determine vertical proficiency goals

ǒ Create proficiency-based performance assessments

ǒ Plan for documentation of student performance/proficiency

ǒ Backward Design Instruction to grow student language 

Year 1:         Novice High

Year 2:         Intermediate Low

Year 3:         Intermediate Low/Mid

Year 4:         Intermediate Mid/High
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Purposeful Use of Target Language
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Scaffolding the Shift: First Steps - Planning

COACHING for 
Target Language Use

PLANNING FOR LEARNING

A. Demonstrating Knowledge of Content and Pedagogy 

What language (input) will I need to teach this lesson in context?

B. Demonstrating Knowledge of Students 

What is/are the language proficiency level(s) of my students?

What vocabulary/structures do students know?  Need to learn?

C. Designing Coherent Instruction and Learning Activities

What support will students need to comprehend language (input)?

What classroom ñsystemsò are in place to facilitate activities?

Charlotte Danielson, Framework for Teaching
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Scaffolding the Shift: First Steps - Environment

COACHING for 
Target Language Use

The ñClassroom as Teacherò

Å Immersion exposure to L2

ÅHeighten sensory experience

Å Is it language ïrich?

ÅClassroom arrangement

ÅCooperative student interaction
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Scaffolding the Shift: First Steps - Procedures

COACHING for 
Target Language Use

The Value of Classroom Systems

ÅVideotape your instruction  -- Scripting ïSimplify?

ÅSystems for repetitive activities ï(Kagan)

ÅAvoid translation ïAllow for

Ambiguity (circumlocution)

ÅIntentional ñsocial interactionsò

ÅPrimacy ïRecency Theory
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Scaffolding the Shift: First Steps ïMODELING

COACHING for 
Target Language Use

ÅUse multimedia visual models of language

ÅModel the end product

ÅScaffold student work:

Å Individual think

ÅPartner

ÅSmall group

ÅRandom partners

ÅClass

ÅDescribe / Role-play desired target language output
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Scaffolding the Shift: First Steps ïStudent Output

COACHING for 
Target Language Use

ÅComprehension Checks

ÅCommunicative Tasks ïModeling / Scaffolding 

ÅTeach strategies for requesting Clarification or Assistance 

ÅEncourage self-expression and risk-taking

ÅElicit talk that INCREASES fluency, accuracy and 

complexity over time. (growing proficiency)
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FOCUSING 
on Functions

Design lessons and tasks that have functional goals , to include 
specifying clearly the language and activities needed to support and meet 
the communicative objective.  (Backward Design ïGrant & Wiggins)

Å ROOTS ïContent and Context 

Å TRUNK - Language Functions

(learners need to know WHY?)  

Å BRANCHES ïText-type

Å LEAVES ïAccuracy
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FOCUSING 
on Functions

Identify the baby steps:    Spiral the functions

ñCAN ïDOôsò

ÅFunction:  Descriptive Narrative

ÅFunction:  Expressing likes/dislikes, preferences, opinions

ÅFunction:  Asking / Answering Questions

ÅFunction:  Compare / Contrast

ÅFunction:  Expressing needs, wants, hopes

ÅExpanding Vocabulary

ÅExpanding Text-Type  - Elaboration

ÅExpanding Text-Type - Organization
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FOCUSING 
on Functions

Novice

Å Minimal 

autobiographical 

information

Å Formulaic, rote 

phrases

Å Lists

Å Highly practiced, 

memorized

Å Informal settings

Å Most common 

aspects of daily 

life

Å Difficult to 

understand

Intermediate

Å Create with language 

(mix & match 

acquired language)

Å Ask and answer 

simple questions

Å Narrate and describe 

(present)

Å Predictable and 

familiar topics (daily 

activities, personal 

life) 

Å Understood, with 

some repetition

Å SURVIVAL

Advanced

Å Narrate and 

describe in three 

time frames

Å Handle an 

unanticipated 

complication

Å Extended and more 

organized

Å Formal and informal 

settings

Å Topics of general 

interest

Å Easily understood

Å PARTICIPATORY

Spiraling Global Tasks &  Functions
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FOCUSING 
on Functions

www.hungryplanet.com

Å Describe

Å Identify

Å Compare and 

contrast

Å Cultural values/ 

information

Å Evaluate 

What functions can Novice Students do with imagery?

(Images provoke curiosity �±Focus on meaning)
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