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My goals for this session: 
 

Å ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ άƳŀƎƛŎΦέ 
Å Identify your BIG dream 
Å Know how to evaluate authentic 

resources 
Å Create language function scaffolds 

 



Alchemy:  Al . che . my  (noun) 

 

òany seemingly magical process of 

transforming ordinary materials into 

something of true merit.  
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Alchemy is most often defined as a science that aimed to transform ordinary 
materials and metals into gold ς ŀƴ ŀƭŎƘŜƳƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ ƭŀōΦ   
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άLǘϥǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
a dream come true that 
ƳŀƪŜǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΦέ  
φ Paulo Coelho, Alchemist 

What is YOUR teacher dream? 
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State Seal of Biliteracy 
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Novice:  
VMemorized and practiced phrases 
VCommunicates  in words, lists, short sentences 
VUses minimal, basic vocabulary 

Intermediate:  
VCreates original sentences ς mixes and matches 
VCommunicates personal meaning, sentence-strings 
VVocabulary, strategies (circumlocution) 
VCan describe 

Advanced:  
VCan use three time frames 
VCommunicates - paragraphs, organized 
VGrowing breadth of vocabulary 
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A VERY ambitious goal:  Intermediate High 
Reading ς Listening ς speaking - Writing 

άLǘϥǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΦέ  
φ Paulo Coelho, Alchemist 

SCOLT 2015 - Linda L Egnatz 



SCOLT 2015 - Linda L Egnatz 

What did my students ask me to share? 
Å AUGUST 

 
Å Simple stuff 
Å Same sentences over and over 
Å Only easy answers 
Å 5ƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ 
Å Could only say things I learned 
Å Thought only smart people could be 

good at Spanish 
Å Only talk about now (present) 
Å Knew about some food and fiestas 

 
 
 

Å NOW 
 

Å Elaborate and say a lot more 
Å Can put words together that I 

learned  
Å Now I can say what I want to say 
Å Understand how different verbs 

send  different messages 
Å Can understand most of what you 

say 
Å Can talk longer, like 3 or 5 minutes 
Å Know more about history, people, 

music 



SCOLT 2015 - Linda L Egnatz 

What did my students ask me to share? 

WHY: 

switch up activities  - we practice everything a lot 

pictures make it more interesting and easier to understand 

You speak in Spanish ς it was hard, but it kind of works in the end 

We have to present all of the time, but you made it easy 

We practice some things like describing and comparing over and over 

We practice interpersonal almost everyday 

We learn about real people who speak Spanish 

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ 
 



Get 
REALIA! 
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ά! ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ Ƴŀȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΣ ōǳǘ 
ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘŜŜǇΦέ  
φ Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist 



Authentic Resources 
ÅYou can still travel . . .  
ÅLook for online treasures: 
ÅPinterest  
ÅTeacher curators 

ÅOnline news, magazines 
ÅOfficial webpages 
ÅTwitter 
ÅMuseums 
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www.lindaegnatz.com 
2015 /Authentic Resources 
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Choosing Authentic Resources 

1. Multiple uses, modes, themes, structure  

2. Limited,  used in tandem with other resources (think scaffolding, puzzles) 

V Why select it?  Purpose? 

V What will students do with it? 

V What will students glean from it? 

V What can maximize it? 



άDƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ƻǳǘ 
new things 

Don't be so set in your ways that 
ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴϥǘ ƎǊƻǿΦέ  

 
φ Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist 
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Choosing Authentic Resources 

So, as we think about LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS in relationship to AUTHENTIC 

RESOURCES, how we will use a piece becomes more purposeful. 

V What do to with it? 

V What will complement it? 

V What will build on it or take a 

cultural product deeper?  

(practices/perspectives) 
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What might my life be 
like if I lived here? 


