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Your mission, should you decide to accept it is:

G L O B E   N A T I O N

Are our 

students 

prepared?
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It’s NOT Easy



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xr_SAWV3OzsGo Global! Stacie Berdan

Global Multiliteracy
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Mohamed Abdel-Kader, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary
U.S. Department of Education 

“Language learning is a civil rights narrative.”

“One in five jobs is linked to international economy.”

“Language learning is not a nice to have, it’s an essential.”



According to the data...
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Statistics from U.S. Department of Education, 2010  and Eurostat, 2012

• 73% of Europeans are 
bilingual

• 25% of Americans            
(only 7% cite school)

• 90% of Europeans begin 2nd

language study at age 6
• Only 15% of elementary 

schools offer language. 

• 42% of Europeans begin a 
3rd language by age 12.



Help Students Visualize Using Language
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Parent & Community Connections

Connecting language 
learning to students’ 

careers interests 
increases retention and 

parental support.
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It’s time to see our students, not as test-takers,

But as LANGUAGE USERS . . . 

We need to see ourselves as OPPORTUNITY PROVIDERS.
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“We didn’t lose the game, 
we just ran out of time.”

--Coach Vince Lombardi

Language Proficiency takes time.



“The art of teaching is the art of assisting discovery.” 
― Mark Van Doren
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HS quarterbacks don’t start playing
their freshmen year. year.

Anything worth doing well is worth doing poorly at first.



Mission:  Advocate for a K-12 Vision  

K - 8 9 - 12 13 – 16 and beyond
Language 

Acquisition:
Expanding 
Vocabulary

Cognition: Expanding 
Language Functions 

& Global Perspectives

Application:
Expanding 

Opportunity
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The State Seal of Biliteracy Movement
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Recognize high school graduates proficient in both English and another language.

#2bilit2quit

Can we turn Michigan BLUE??
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Our first Lincoln-Way North 
students to receive the Seal 
of Biliteracy.   2014 District 

#210 Pilot Program.



Language is a Life Skill.

Build Language Proficiency through Performance.

Connect Globally by Enlarging your Classroom.



CULTURES

Communication

Comparisons

Connections

Communities

Consider the 
ACTFL/NCSSFL World-
Readiness Standards.

Students say, 
“Make it relevant.”

What would motivate 
my students?

Mission:  Make it Relevant!
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Is it time to switch gears?

What engages students?

CULTURES

Communication

Comparisons

Connections

Communities
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Determining your 
students’ needs can help 

you to know HOW
to ENGAGE student 

interest.

Think   5 Cs!
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My daughter has Asperger's Syndrome. As a child with Asperger's, my daughter struggled to communicate with others 
and she often withdrew from her peers and teachers. Mrs. Egnatz helped my daughter find her voice and coached her 
through challenging situations as my daughter worked to acquire a second language.  Today’s she’s double-majoring 
in Spanish and Biology and is currently studying abroad in Peru.
– Patricia Brekke

Communication
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Culture
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Community
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Comparisons

Hello Profe,

I hope all is well!. I am always glad to see 
your language updates on Facebook! I just 
wanted to let you know that I will be double
majoring in Biology and Medical Spanish! I
was finally convinced to do it, and wanted to
thank you for being such a wonderful teacher! 
I was always inspired in your class! I am excited 
about this major, and will be doing an internship 
with a Spanish Doctor either this summer or the 
summer after!

Ómar Farooqui
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Connections

- History
- Art
- Math
- Music
- Sports
- Business

- SCIENCE!
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Not at all. I had my mind set on becoming a 
vet, but after hands-on veterinary 
experience, I decided it wasn’t the right 
path for me after all. I stuck with my 
passion for biology, discovered a passion 
for geology, and added my high school 
passion for foreign language. Though these 
three majors aren’t where I would have 
pictured myself my first year, I wouldn’t 
change the choices I’ve made because of 
the fantastic opportunities they’ve 
provided me. Trips enhanced my 
experience to a much higher level. Studying 
abroad in Ecuador and Peru broadened my 
cultural horizons and made more vivid my 
understanding of the Spanish language as it 
is used in the real world. - Joey R.

Are you where you 
thought you'd be four 

years ago?



Why sciences?   …. Or any other 
subject?

• It interests them

• Make a connection

• Increase retention

• It’s cultural

• Crosses the curriculum

• It’s authentic practice
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Authentic Resources
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Integrated  Performance Assessments
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Language Functions:

• Inquiry
• Comprehension
• Descriptive Narrative
• Giving Directions
• Compare and Contrast
• Hypothesis – If / Then
• Oral Presentation
• Interpersonal Q & A



Mix it up!  Language – Science -- Humor
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Discover your students’ career interests.

• Surveys
• Want-Ads
• Job Interviews
• Applications
• Projects & Presentations
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Try a Seating Chart based on career interests

• Medical
• Science / Technology
• Education
• Engineering / Architecture
• Business / Accounting
• Law / Political Science / Law Enforcement
• Creative Arts
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Differentiate activities based on career interests

• Vocabulary w/Focus:  Bananagrams, Application

• Inquiry-based activities, projects, presentations

• Readings,  Podcasts,  video/printed news

• Role-plays

• Job listings, create resumes / C.V.s

• Career-focused readings, infographs

• Personalized vocabulary lists
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Describing myself  (Novice – Intermediate)
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Help your 
students 
ENVISON 

themselves  
using the 
language 
with real 
speakers.
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Mission:  Be the Visionary



Keep Up with Past Students

• Email occasionally

• Invite them to present to your class about college 
language experience

• Encourage them to travel abroad – Skype or blog 
with your current students

• Share job successes and language connections

• Bulletin Board w/postcards, letters, photos

• Guest speakers
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Graduated a 

pharmacist. Now 

employed as a 

bilingual with extra 

pay.

Majored in Chinese and 

studied in China.  Now 

teaching English there.

Studied in Sevilla, 

Spain.  She’s a 

brand new Spanish 

teacher in an 

elementary 

Immersion  

program.

Still uses his Spanish name, 

“Romeo,” from class. Graduates with 

double major in Spanish/Marine 

Biology. Semester in Peru President 

of his University’s Spanish Club.  

Now working as an marine biologist 

intern in Ecuador.

Graduated as a civil 

engineer that sings in a 

Men’s Glee Club.  

Hired by an 

International firm.

Studied abroad.  

Graduated with degree 

in architecture.

Just entered medical 

school. Plans to use 

Spanish as a doctor.

Double major with 

Spanish and Bilingual 

Education.  Will teach 

elementary ESL in the 

fall.
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Next Steps

Share with a partner or your row what 
you’re “taking away” from this

presentation.

Learning must be intrinsically linked to personal motivation . . . Go 
back to your classrooms and make language learning PERSONAL!
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Motivation
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Your Mission:  
C’s the Day: 

“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow 
has not yet come. We have 
only today. Let us begin.” 

- Mother Teresa 



G   L   O   B   E       N   A   T   I   O   N

w w w . l I n d a e g n a t z . c o m#MIWLA16
@miprofeAP
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MISSION: It’s POSSIBLE


