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“Language learning is a civil rights narrative.”

“One in five jobs is linked to international economy.”

“Language learning is not a nice to have, it’s an essential.”



U.S. students have less access to language.

73%

25%

(7%)

90%

15%

42%

Statistics from U.S. 
Department of Education, 
2010  and Eurostat, 2012

Across the United States:

Only 44% of High School 
students are enrolled in language 
courses.
European Union – 1 + 2 Program

Only 51% of Universities require 
language study.
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Language is not a college requirement, 
it is an enviable life skill.

Language isn’t a “credit for graduation to check off,” 
but a skill that “checks you in” to future opportunity.

Why the Seal?

It is both Incentive 
and Recognition
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What is the Seal of Biliteracy?

ictfl.org  TALL-IL

The “Seal of Biliteracy” is now 
official in 23 states and the District 

of Columbia.  It recognizes high 
school seniors who graduate with a 
high level of proficiency in English 

and another language.

#2bilit2quit



Student 
Engagement
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Novice:

Intermediat
e:



Where are students in your 
World Language Program?
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The  Illinois  Experience

The State Seal of Biliteracy certifies attainment 

of a high level of proficiency, sufficient for 

meaningful use in college and a career, by a 

graduating public high school pupil in one or 

more languages in addition to English.

Illinois Senate Bill 1221
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Illinois Senate Bill 1221, Section 1.
Legislative intent

(a) It is the intent of the legislature to encourage excellence for all 
pupils, and the legislature wishes to publicly recognize pupils for 
exemplary achievements in academic studies.

(b) The study of languages other than English in elementary and 
secondary schools should be encouraged because it contributes to a 
pupil's cognitive development and to our national economy and 
security.

(c) Proficiency in multiple languages is critical in enabling this 
State to participate effectively in a global political, social, and 
economic context and in expanding trade with other countries.
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Per legislation:
The purposes of the Illinois State Seal of 
Biliteracy are as follows:

(1) To encourage pupils to study languages.

(2) To certify attainment of biliteracy.

(3) To provide employers with a method of identifying people with language and 
biliteracy skills.

(4) To provide universities with an additional method to recognize applicants 
seeking admission.

(5) To prepare pupils with 21st century skills.

(6) To recognize the value of foreign language and native language instruction in 
public schools.

(7) To strengthen intergroup relationships, affirm the value of diversity, and honor 
the multiple cultures and languages of a community.
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A New Focus on Languages

“Language skills are 
increasingly valuable in 

today’s global 
economy,” said State 

Superintendent of 
Education Christopher 
A. Koch. “The seal will 

help promote and 
acknowledge the great 

value and many benefits 
that come with being 

multilingual and 
multicultural.”
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It’s time to see our students, not as test-takers,

But as LANGUAGE USERS . . . 

We need to see ourselves as OPPORTUNITY PROVIDERS.



“We didn’t lose the game, we just ran out of time.”
--Coach Vince Lombardi

Language Proficiency takes time.
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HS quarterbacks don’t start playing their freshmen year.

Skills take time 



Mission:  Advocate for a K-12 Vision  

K - 8 9 - 12 13 – 16 and beyond
Language 

Acquisition:
Expanding 
Vocabulary

Cognition: 
Expanding Language 
Functions & Global 

Perspectives

Application:
Expanding 

Opportunity
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How is Proficiency measured?

• World Language:
– AP Language & Culture Exam (4+)
– IB Language Exam
– AAPPL  (Intermediate High)
– STAMP Exam (Avant Assessment)  (7+)
– CEFR  (B2)

• English Language 
– WIDA (5)
– SAT (waiting for cut score for 2016-17)
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National Perspective

• Recognition of the unique needs of states

• Collaboratively designed National Guidelines –
NABE, TESOL, NCSSFL and ACTFL

• National website to assist states with implementation   
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Nationally –
States Embracing the Seal

* Map – www.sealofbiliteracy.org
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The Illinois Experience

2014-15
• 18 Districts
• Seal: 494
• Commendation: 207

2015-16
• 59 Districts
• Seal: 2630
• Commendation: 987



What do my students say?
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- How do we 
SEAL the Deal?

• Conversation

• Collaboration

• Cooperation

• Cultural Diversity

• Commercial Opportunity

• Community Engagement

What 
if…?
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