
Guiding Principles:

Linda L Egnatz
2014 ACTFL Teacher of the Year

@miprofeAP
lindaegnatz@gmail.com
www.lindaegnatz.com

Teach Grammar as Concepts 
in Meaningful Contexts:

your classroom G.P.S.



Linda Egnatz
2014 ACTFL National Language Teacher of the Year

Orlando, Florida



It’s about students.



“Key” Notes

?





Who?

Where?

What to do?

How to do it?
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ACTFL Guiding 
Principles for 

Language 
Learning

The principles 
that are the 

underpinnings 
of our core 
practices



Guiding Principles . . . 

+  World-Readiness Standards

= G.P.S.



8-Seconds



FOCUS:  Meet  Generation  “Z”
Born 1995-2012  - 25% of US Population

• For Gen Z, the last generation was the 20th   

• Gen Z is the most diverse and multicultural of any US generation 55% 

Caucasian, 24% Hispanic, 14% African-American, 4% Asian

• Gen Zers are the least likely to believe in the "American Dream” - Hunger Games

• Gen Z is cynical. There is no generational memory of a time the US was not at war, facing 
global terrorism, school shootings or post 2008 recession economy.  

• “Bubble Wrap” - Generation Z is generally more risk-averse in certain activities than 
earlier generations – Alcohol, smoking, teen pregnancies are 40% down, 

seat-belt use is up along with the average age for driver’s licenses.

http://magid.com/sites/default/files/pdf/MagidPluralistGenerationWhitepaper.pdf


ZOOM in on Generation “Z” - 8 Seconds

• They respond to independence, entrepreneurialism & 
self-direction

• Gen Zs are digital natives and expect to virtually engage to socialize, 
but are also more private than Millenials, limiting their digital exposure 
to a close inner circle of friends (5-8) with Snapchat and Whisper 

• Constantly updating their lives on social media makes them a self-
conscious, more anxious generation.  Anxiety increases with face-to-
face interactions.



• Millennials are the generation of customer service -- Gen Z is a 
generation of highly-educated, technologically-savvy, 
innovative thinkers. They look for solutions on their own.  
Don’t know something? Google it.

• Gen Zs are multi-taskers. Researchers reveal that they 
experience: 4D Thinking. Because their minds are streaming in 
so many directions. They prefer to be on 5 screens at once, 
not 2 screens like Millennials.

ZOOM in on Generation “Z”   - Seekers



FILTER:  “Mobile First” Mindset



Gen “Z” Our WHY #1 
to teach Grammar 

in Context



Path to 

Proficiency

TEKS



WHERE are learners on their
“Path toward Proficiency” ?



Thank you Donna Clementi, Laura Terrill and Chantal Thompson



Share the PATHWAY. . . the sports metaphor

It takes PRACTICE to go PRO.



Add a
Cultural 

Lens

When it is obvious that the 
goals cannot be reached, don’t 
adjust the goals, adjust the 
action steps.   -- Confucius

Javier Marín, matador



Multi-Lanes:  Language Proficiency Levels

Novice:

Intermediate:



Being understood by a native speaker is like . . . 
removing the training wheels.



ZOOM in on Opportunity
How do I make a unit relevant to the learner?



Gen “Z” Our WHY #2 to teach 
Grammar in Context

Message > Form



Verb Conjugation

Adjective Agreement

Word Order

Pronouns

The Role of Grammar:
to increase Accuracy



Ask/Answer Questions The Role of Grammar:
to increase Comprehensibility

Ask/Give Directions

Exchange Information

Complete Transactions



Gen “Z” Our WHY #3 to teach 
Grammar in Context

Message > Form

Research



According to the data...

73
%

25
%

90
%

15%

42
%

Statistics from U.S. Department of Education, 2010  and Eurostat, 2012

• 73% of Europeans are 
bilingual

• 25% of Americans (only 7% 
cite school)

• 90% of Europeans begin 2nd

language study at age 6
• Only 15% of elementary 

schools offer language. 

• 42% of Europeans begin a 
3rd language by age 12.



Gen “Z”
The research says … “explicit

grammar instruction seems to have 
little to no effect on the grammatical 

accuracy of the written product.”  
Frantzen, 1995; Manley & Calk, 1997; Wong & VanPatten, 2003; 

Message > Form

Research

Think VIDEO GAME.
I will need to know the rule to get to 

the NEXT LEVEL.



Novice Language Proficiency Levels
Novice:

At the word level: Novice Low needs Vocabulary.  
Memorized phrases & language chunks introduce L2 patterns

Short sentences: Novice Mid must grow vocabulary, mix & 
match memorized chunks.  Learner deductive observation of 
simple grammar patterns is effective (verbs/adj/interrogatives)  

Novice High must perform 50% or more at the 
Intermediate level.  Descriptive narrative in 
sentence strings. (prepositions, conjunctions, 
transitions, inductive analysis of memorized L2)    

What structure does the learner need to move up a level?



The P.A.C.E. Model:  Story-based Approach
by Donato and dair-Hauck 



Learner Led & Cooperative Learning Tasks
Learners choose structures to 

use from those they own.  
Teach requested grammar 

structures that “arise from their 
communicative needs” as they 

notice their own gaps.

Cooperative seating & tasks 
allow students to be active 

learners: analyze grammar in 
context; formulating rules

Peer processing promotes learner 
ownership and confidence. Remember Gen Z?  - They thrive in small, independent groups



Growing the Internal Monitor: Modeling
• Use multimedia visual models of authentic language
• Model the end product
• Scaffold student work:

• Individual think
• Partner
• Small group
• Random partners
• Class

• Describe / Role-play desired target language output
• Reflect / Assess as class – what was on target? above? below?



Growing the Internal Monitor: Strategies

1. Color-Coding or Highlighting
A. Verbs types/tenses
B. Parts of speech
C. By gender endings
D. Vocabulary

2. Grammar Codes
A. s/v
B. m/f   s/pl

3. Circle  / Underline / Word count



Culture: Engage student curiousity 

• ENGAGE  - images, menus, videos 

• INFORM – food pyramids, articles re: health/ingredients, NEWS

• SUPPORT – traditional food recipes, commercials, ads

• CONNECT – healthy eating habits (obesity, diabetes)

• COMPARE/CONTRAST – geographic impact? school lunches

• AMUSE and ENTERTAIN – videos, celebrations, tastings

• CHALLENGE – global hunger, social action, 
renewable sources

• SURPRISE / SHOCK – unusual foods 

• PROMPT more QUESTIONS 



Authentic Resources: Inductive Method

Memes offer quick 
grammar lessons. 

1. Students analyze examples 
of correct language usage.

2. Students create rules based 
on their observations.

3. Students tests their rules 
against additional examples.

4. Students modify and add to 
rules as necessary.

5. Students apply rules to 
their own speaking and 
writing examples.



Gen “Z” Our WHY #4 to teach 
Grammar in Context

Message > Form

Research

Experience



Is there a time for Explicit Grammar?

“There ain't no 

rules around here.  

We're trying to 

accomplish 

something.”

-- Thomas Edison



What is my goal for this activity?

It’s about students.
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