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The Goals for this session are… 

1.  I know 
where my 

students are 
and what 

they need to 
be able do to 

get to the 
next level. 

2. I can use 
targeted 
CAN-DO 

Statements 
to design 

units, lessons 
and 

assessments.  

3. I have 
strategies to 
expand my 
students’ 
use of the 

target 
language. 

4.  I will be 
able to ADD 
Risk-Taking 

and 
Personalization 
to rubrics used 

for 
assessment. 

Targeted 
Proficiency 

Level? 

Student 
CAN-DO … 

Elaboration 
and 

Text-Type 

Risk-Taking 
 

Personalization 



1.  I know 
where my 

students are 
and what 

they need to 
be able do to 

get to the 
next level. 
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Discuss with your partner . . . 
What/Who is the rubric for? 
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• PERA – How will I measure student growth? 

• Seal of Biliteracy – Intermediate High 

• Determine pathways and benchmarks 

• Consider* 
– Global Tasks or Language Functions – “What can students 

do?” 
– Context and Content – “In what settings can students 

interact?”  -- “On how many topics or themes can students 
interact?” – “What vocabulary have students acquired?” 

– Text-type – “How much language do students use?” – “What 
is the quantity and organization of the discourse?  

– Accuracy – “How well is the student understood?” – “What 
are the patterns of strengths and weaknesses?”   Most 
importantly – “What is expected at this student’s level?”   



Discuss with your partner . . . 
Where are your students at the end 

of each year of study? 

Novice Low  Intermediate Low  Advanced Low 

Novice Mid  Intermediate Mid  Advanced Mid 

Novice High  Intermediate High  Advanced High 

- 1                                                - 4 

- 2                                                - 5 

- 3                                                - 6  

* Illinois Seal of Biliteracy – Intermediate High 
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Why measure student proficiency? 
What about Standards-Based Grading? 

Will you need to measure 

STUDENT GROWTH? 



NCSSFL-ACTFL Can-Do Statements 
for Language Learners 



Oral Proficiency Interview Descriptors 
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Begin with:  
 

Global Tasks and 

Language 

Functions that 

Engage Students.  
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Global Tasks and Language Functions  
 

Novice 
• Minimal 

autobiographical 
information 

• Formulaic, rote 
phrases 

• Lists 

• Highly practiced, 
memorized 

• Informal settings 

• Most common 
aspects of daily life 

• Difficult to 

understand 
   

Intermediate 
• Create with 

language (mix and 
match acquired 
language) 

• Ask and answer 
simple questions 

• Narrate and 
describe (present) 

• Predictable and 
familiar topics 
(daily activities, 
personal life)  

• Understood, with 
some repetition 

• SURVIVAL 

Advanced 
• Narrate and 

describe in three 
time frames 

• Handle an 
unanticipated 
complication 

• Extended and 
more organized 

• Formal and 
informal settings 

• Topics of general 
interest 

• Easily understood 

• PARTICIPATORY 



Oral Proficiency Interview Descriptors 

Thank you Donna Clementi, Laura Terrill and Chantal Thompson 



• ROOTS – Content and Context  

• TRUNK -  Language Functions   

• BRANCHES – Text-type 

• LEAVES – Accuracy 
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Discuss with your partner . . . 
What language functions (CAN-Dos) are 
most important for the level you teach? 
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Language Functions by Level 



Descriptive Narrative: 

• I can describe people. 

• I can describe things. 

• I can describe places. 

• I can describe ideas, concepts, cultures (3 Ps) 
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Vocabulary / Length 

• I can identify characteristics. (list) 

• I can write a descriptive sentence. 

• I can describe in sentences with multiple parts. 

(conjunctions) 

• I can describe with strings of sentences.  (pre-

paragraph) 

• I can write an organized, descriptive paragraph. 
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Accuracy – It’s an “acquired taste.” 

• Intelligibility  

• Create and survive,  
comprehensibility 

• Handle an        
unexpected        
situation,          
albeit with        
errors  



Compare and Contrast 

• I can compare and contrast people. 

• I can compare and contrast things. 

• I can compare and contrast places. 

• I can compare and contrast cultures (3 Ps) 
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Vocabulary / Length 

• I can identify characteristics. (T-chart, Venn 

Diagram) 

• I can create a comparative sentence. (--- but ----) 

• I can compare and contrast in a sentence with 

multiple parts. (conjunctions) 

• I can compare and contrast with strings of 

sentences.  (pre-paragraph) 

• I can create an organized, comparative paragraph. 
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“Never discourage 

anyone...who 

continually makes 

progress, no 

matter how slow.” 

Plato 



Vivir al T.O.P.E.   (Carpe Diem)  T – Todo en español 

O – Organizado 

P – Palabras variadas 

E - Elaboración 
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Interpersonal 

Presentational 

• Vocabulary 

• Type of sentences 

• Supported arguments 

• Sequential, organization 

• Length  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.vectorstock.com/royalty-free-vector/speaker-vector-823019&ei=fgL9VJrLI4SFyQTyoILYDg&bvm=bv.87611401,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFdtebRZY60DwlusnkYN7LiG8Om4w&ust=1425953755432927
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1 2 3 4 

Targeted level?   (base vs. growth) 

Language functions being assessed 

Task completion 

Content / Vocabulary  (Past, Present, Personalized) 

Text-Type / Length / Organization 

Accuracy 

Reward for Risk-Taking 
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D Did not complete task 

C Completed task / targeted language function 

B Better 

A Accuracy / Amplified 
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http://oflaslo.weebly.com/proficiency-rubrics.html  

SLOs - OFLA (Ohio) “Student Learning Objectives”  

http://oflaslo.weebly.com/proficiency-rubrics.html
http://oflaslo.weebly.com/proficiency-rubrics.html
http://oflaslo.weebly.com/proficiency-rubrics.html
http://oflaslo.weebly.com/proficiency-rubrics.html
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PRESENTATIONAL 

SPEAKING/WRITING  

AREAS  

OF  

FOCUS 

EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS 

NOVICE MID 3 

MEETS EXPECTATIONS 

NOVICE MID 2 

ALMOST MEETS 

EXPECTATIONS 

NOVICE MID 1 

DOES NOT 

MEET 

EXPECTATIONS 

PRESENTS PERSONALLY RELEVANT 

INFORMATION 

What language 

students use 

  Can use words, lists, and highly 

practiced phrases with a high degree of 

language accuracy 

  

  

What information 

students present 

  

  Can present  basic biographical 

information and topics of high interest 

  

  

Who can understand 

the students 

  Can be understood by people who are 

accustomed to interacting with language 

learners, however many times with 

difficulty. 

  

  

  

  

What strategies 

students use 

  Can use the following strategies: 

Presentational Speaking: 

- Use facial expressions and 

gestures 

- Repeat words 

- Occasionally resorts to first 

language 

Presentational Writing: 

- Can use culturally appropriate 

writing conventions 

  

  

http://oflaslo.weebly.com/proficiency-rubrics.html#.VD239RbB_gs  

SLOs - OFLA (Ohio) “Student Learning Objectives”  

http://oflaslo.weebly.com/proficiency-rubrics.html.VD239RbB_gs
http://oflaslo.weebly.com/proficiency-rubrics.html.VD239RbB_gs
http://oflaslo.weebly.com/proficiency-rubrics.html.VD239RbB_gs
http://oflaslo.weebly.com/proficiency-rubrics.html.VD239RbB_gs
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http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/wlang/pages/curriculum-documents-and-links.aspx  

KWLA – KENTUCKY WORLD LANGUAGE       

World Language Proficiency Documents 

http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/wlang/pages/curriculum-documents-and-links.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/wlang/pages/curriculum-documents-and-links.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/wlang/pages/curriculum-documents-and-links.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/wlang/pages/curriculum-documents-and-links.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/wlang/pages/curriculum-documents-and-links.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/wlang/pages/curriculum-documents-and-links.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/wlang/pages/curriculum-documents-and-links.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/wlang/pages/curriculum-documents-and-links.aspx
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https://resourcesfromgreg.wikispaces.com/file/.../JCPS+Rubric+Color.pdf 

JCPS – Jefferson County Public Schools 
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http://flenj.org/CAPS/rubrics.shtml  

CAPS - FLENJ (New Jersey) “Consortium for 

Assessing Performance Standards” Rubrics”  

http://flenj.org/CAPS/rubrics.shtml
http://flenj.org/CAPS/rubrics.shtml
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PLANO, TX –Student-friendly Leveled Rubrics 
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TSD – Thompson S.D., CO - Leveled Rubrics by Mode 

http://tsdwlstandards.wikispaces.com/TSD+new+district+rubrics  

http://tsdwlstandards.wikispaces.com/TSD+new+district+rubrics
http://tsdwlstandards.wikispaces.com/TSD+new+district+rubrics
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Creating your Rubric 
Strong 

Performance 
9                   10 

Meets 
Expectations 

8 

Approaching 
Expectations 

7 

Did I complete the task?  
(Language Functions) 

What content did I use?  
Vocabulary? 
Elaboration?   

How did I say it?  Length, 
support, organization 

Level of accuracy?  Risk? 
(Conceptual - Partial) 

How are knowledge and 
understanding of the 
target culture 
represented? 

Checklist of non-negotiables Comments: 

Presentational Task (Writing or Speaking) 
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WRITING SCORING RUBRIC 5 4 3 2 1 

Paragraph is comprehensible, describes activities, describes Segovia           

Paragraph is organized, includes transitions           

Paragraph has a variety of vocabulary, multiple topics            

Paragraph has elaboration, sentences with multiple-parts, transitions, organizations           

Level of accuracy   (below level  - at level  - above level)           

Ex.Cr. Paragraph shows risk:  creativity, variety of structures           

Comment: SCORE:                   /25 

G  Escribamos 

Your Spanish teacher has asked you enter a writing contest sponsored by a 

Spanish travel magazine titled, “Visite la mejor ciudad en España.”  You decide 

to write about the year that you and your family lived in Segovia, Spain.  

Describe the city and what you can do there, but also what you did there when 

you were younger.  Include description of Segovia’s history, but also about 

your activities (habitual and/or one-time) that made your year there a special 

one to remember.  See rubric below. (25 pts)    
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